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Human Trafficking “Red Flags” W& BUYING IT

The following is a list of red flags to look for in a potential situation of or a victim of human trafficking. Taken individually, each
indicator may not be deterministic of trafficking and nor is this list meant to be exhaustive. If you come in contact with anyone
exhibiting one or more of the following indicators, they may be a victim of human trafficking.

Security Warning Signs

There are a number of indicators commonly found in instances of commercial sexual
exploitation of children. Please note: many of these indicators can also be seen in lawful
activities and the presence of just one of these indicators does not immediately mean
child sex trafficking is occurring, Incidents of multiple signs are the best indication.
Consider these to be red flags:

Presence of an overly controlling and abusive "boyfriend”

Averts eyes or does not make eye contact, especially with a "boyfriend”

Lack of knowledge about current or past whereabouts; exhibits loss of a sense of time

Has numerous inconsistencies in his/her story

Individuals without access to their own ID, cell phone, or money

Restricted, mediated, or controlled communication (not allowed to speak for self);

answers seem coached

Demeanor is fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, nervous

. Dressed inappropriate for age, has lower quality clothing than companions, or is

wearing clothing inappropriate for weather conditions or surroundings

9, Appears to be with a significantly older “boyfriend” or in the company of older males

10. Treated in a demeaning or aggressive manner or evidence of verbal threats

11. Group of girls traveling with an older male

12, Signs of dissociation or avoidance of interaction with others, especially about sharing
personal situation

13, Signs of poor hygiene, fatigue, sleep deprivation

14, Injuries/signs of physical abuse or torture, such as bruises, burns, scars and/or
malnourishment

15. Few or no personal possessions carried in small or plastic bags

16, No freedom of movement or constantly monitored

17. Suspicious tattoos, marks, or branding, especially on girls (e.g. a tattoo of the
trafficker's name, or that reflects money or ownership; two or more individuals with
the same tattoo/mark; tattoos on the hands, neck, and face)

18. Claims of being an adult although appearance suggests adolescent features

19. Shades or curtains always drawn on outward facing room

20. Excessive foot traffic In and out of a room (or rooms) rented by the same person

21, Car in parking lot regularly parked “backward”, so license plate can't be read from lot
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Human trafficking situations are often very dangerous and unpredictable. If you suspect human trafficking
in your community, contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-3737-888, or call 911.

IPATH thanks the Safe Action Project of the O’Connor House.
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The following is a list of red flags to look for in a potential situation of or a victim of human trafficking. Taken individually, each
indicator may not be deterministic of trafficking and nor is this list meant to be exhaustive. If you come in contact with anyone
exhibiting one or more of the following indicators, they may be a victim of human trafficking.

Amonestaciones Equipo de Seguridad

Hay varios indicadores que se encuentran cominmente en los casos del comercio de explotacién
sexual de menores. Por favor tenga en cuenta: Muchos de estos indicadores también se pueden ver
en actividades legales y la presencia de uno solo de estos indicadores no precisamente implica
inmediatamente que hay actividades de trafico sexuales de menores. Los incidentes con sefiales
muitiples son los mejores indicadores. Considere estas sefiales como alertas rojas de peligro:

1. Presencia de un “novie” muy dominante y abusivo

Desvia la mirada o no hace contacto visual directo, especialmente con su "novio”

3. Falta de conocimiento sobre su ubicacion presente o pasada; muestra estar confundida (o) con
respecto al uso de su tiempo

4, Tiene muchas inconsistencias al platicar su historial

5. Individuos sin accesso a su teléfono celular, su dinero, o identificacidn

6. Comunicacién restringida, dada a través de otra persona o muy controlada (no se le permite
hablar por si misma); sus respuestas parecen premeditadas

7. Su expresion en su rostro es de temor, de estar ansiosa, deprimida, sumisa, tensa, nerviosa

Vestida (o) inapropiadamente para su edad, tiene ropa de baja calldad comparada a la ropa de

los que la {lo) acomparian, o trae rupa inadecuada para las condiciones del clima o sus

alrededores

9. Dalaaparienda de tener un acompafante (novio) mucho mayor que ella o rodeada de hombres
mayores de edad

10. Se le trata de una manera degradante o agresiva o existe evidencla de amenazas verbales

11. Hay un grupo de jovencitas viajando con un hombre mayor de edad

12. Sefial de estar desconectada o de evitar la interaccidn con otros, especialmente al compartir su
situacidn personal

13, Sefiales de fatiga, higiene personal descuidada, o deprovacién de descanso

14, Heridas/ sefiales de abuso fisico o de tortura, tales como moretones, quemaduras, clcatrices y/o
sefiales de falta de alimentacion

15, Minguna pertenencia personal o pocas pertenencias portadas en bolsas pequefias o de plastico

16. Movimiento restringldo o constantemente siendo monitoreado por personas; evita interaccidn
con otros

17. Heridas, tatuajes sospechosos, o marcado con sello de hierro candente en la piel, especialmente
en jovencitas {tales como tatuaje del nombre del traficante o que refleja dinero o de que ya tiene
duefio; dos o més individuos con &l mismo tatuaje o marcas; tatuajes en las manos, cuelloy la
cara)

18. Se identifica como si fuera un (una) adulto a pesar de que su apariencia demuestra facciones de
ser una adolescente

19, Las persianas o cortinas del cuarto cerradas en el cuarto que da hacia afuera

20, Exceso de trafico a pie, entrando y saliendo del cuarto (o cuartos rentados por la misma persona)

21. Automdvil estacionado de reversa para que sea mds dificil de leer la placa en el lote de estacio
namiento
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Human trafficking situations are often very dangerous and unpredictable. If you suspect human trafficking
in your community, contact the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-3737-888, or call 911.

IPATH thanks the Safe Action Project of the O’Connor House.



